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Thanks to a bounty of civic goodwill, the Valentine has 
transformed the entire physical design of our gallery 
spaces and engaged citizens in conversation about 
Richmond. The visual and structural challenge of 
connecting the 1812 National Historic Landmark John 
Wickham house, its garden and the Edward V. Valentine 
Sculpture Studio to three adjoining 19th-century row 
houses now has Director Bill Martin and the Valentine 
Board of Trustees challenging staff members to build a 
new sense of community in these stunning spaces.  

David Voelkel, the Valentine’s Elise H. Wright Curator of General 
Collections and Director of Collections has collaborated with Meg 
Hughes, Curator of Archives, and exhibition design fi rm Riggs Ward 
to develop the showcase exhibition, This is Richmond, Virginia, the 
fi rst of many to come. Voelkel says a cooperative effort brought the 
exhibition together. 

“This is Richmond, Virginia has truly been a group effort with many 
hands and minds infl uencing the fi nal content. I was hired in August 
2012 to advance the Riggs Ward design project after the Valentine 
had received a planning grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. I immersed myself in the notes of the Humanities 
Committee that supported the grant and delved deeper into the 
holdings of the Valentine.” 

Learning from the citizen-driven A History of Richmond in 50 Objects 
(RVA50), Voelkel proposed an artifact and personal stories model 

for the new exhibition using the same “white box,” mid-20th-century 
modern aesthetic as RVA50. He and Hughes preserved the core of 
This is Richmond, Virginia by using the fi ve themes: Why the Fall Line?, 
Where Do We Live?, What Do We Produce?, Who Has a Voice?, and 
What Do We Value? and reworked the exhibition to refl ect current 
thoughts about what defi nes the city and its communities’ histories. 

Voelkel says he “re-imagined the exhibition” and in doing so “sought 
to add pieces to the Valentine’s collections.” He says, “Martin and 
Hughes spent years with members of the local rock band GWAR to 
capture their story for the museum. We now have a GWAR stage 
costume for the theme What Do We Value? ” In addition Voelkel 
was “passionate about acquiring the fragment of Car #2 driven by 
NASCAR Hall of Fame member, Rusty Wallace.” He and Hughes also 

This is Richmond, Virginia
Lead Curator Shares How Exhibition Came Together

“This is Richmond, Virginia is all 
about stories of prominent and 
everyday citizens.”

ANNUAL 
G I V I N G 
UPDATE

A detailed look at the new 
“This is Richmond, Virginia”
exhibition gallery.

Don’t miss out. 
Be a part of our grand re-opening week story!

Now is the best time to join the Valentine! The re-opening week in October offers two 
excellent member preview parties. Come party with cocktail in hand on Wednesday, 
October 22, with all donors giving $250 or more to support the Valentine. Our members 
are invited for a re-opening celebration and exhibition sneak peak on Friday, October 24. 
You will be the fi rst in town to see the new This is Richmond, Virginia exhibition. 

Your membership will grant you free visits and parking all year long at the Valentine and to 
the 1812 John Wickham House.  Members also enjoy discounts at the new Valentine Store 
and at Sally Bell’s Kitchen. 

In January, you’ll be among the fi rst to experience our new Stettinius Community 
Galleries and then the new Klaus & Reynolds Costume and Textile Galleries in April.

The excitement carries through the year! 
Please support the Valentine and become a member today.

To join, please use the enclosed envelope or contact (804) 649-0711 ext. 325

rediscovered such traditional pieces in the collection “The Original 
Gibson Girl,” an original oil portrait by Charles Dana Gibson, who 
modeled the 1890s illustration art fi gure after his wife, Richmond’s 
Irene Langhorne.

The exhibition is designed for fl exibility, with drawers to allow 
curators to rotate artifacts in and out of the gallery in coming years. 
The drawers provide space to include many smaller items, such as 
the 1824 Lafayette Ball commemorative sampler and light-sensitive, 
19th-century documents. 

Co-curator Hughes adds, “This is Richmond, Virginia is all about 
stories of prominent and everyday citizens. David and I selected 
objects that tell individual stories that can be woven into the city’s 
overall development.”

About discovery, Voelkel says, “We hope the original Valentine 
collection artifacts we selected for This is Richmond, Virginia will 
stand out. It is our desire for the local stories the objects embody to 
be shared with loyal followers and with new generations who have 
yet to discover what makes Richmond and the Valentine unique.”

This is Richmond, Virginia opens to the public on Oct. 25.
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“This is Richmond, Virginia”
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I Know Richmond:  
The Bus Tour  
Saturday, November 29,  
1-4 pm

An overview of Richmond’s history, 
including Court End, the James River 
and Fall Line, Church Hill, Jackson 
Ward, the Fan and Monument 
Avenue. Sites include St. John’s 
Church, Hollywood Cemetery, Main 
Street Station, The Jefferson Hotel, 
Museum and White House of the 
Confederacy, State Capitol, Capitol 
Square and Civil Rights Memorial. 
Reservations: (804) 649-0711, ext. 
301. Meet at the Valentine.

Highlights of Hollywood 
Cemetery Walking Tour 
November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  
10-11:30 am

Learn about the cemetery’s history, 
artwork, symbolism and famous 
residents, including two U.S. 
presidents, writer Ellen Glasgow, 
Confederate President Jefferson 
Davis and Generals George Pickett 
and J.E.B. Stuart. Meet at the rear of 
the stone structure on the left at  
the entrance at Cherry and 
Albemarle streets.

History Hounds Explore 
Monument Avenue  
Walking Tour*  
October 18, 10 am-12 pm

Dogs and their owners will enjoy 
this tour in partnership with the 
Richmond SPCA.  Space is limited. 
Reservations: (804) 649-0711, ext. 
301. Meet at the Lee Monument at 
Allen and Monument avenues.

10th Annual Richmond 
History Makers  
Celebration 
October 21, 2014, 6-8:30 pm

For tickets and information on  
this year’s honorees, visit  
richmondhistorymakers.com.

Grand Re-Opening  
Celebration  
October 22, 2014, 6-8 pm

Exclusive to our donors of  
$250 and up

Exclusive Member  
Preview Party 
October 24, 2014, 6-8 pm

To join, please use the enclosed 
envelope or contact (804) 649-0711 
ext. 325

Grand Re-Opening  
October 25, 2014, 10 am-2 pm

Performance by Susan Greenbaum, 
local food vendors, giveaways  
and more!

Homeschool Program: 
Powhatan Indian Heritage 
(Ages 5-8)  
November 4, 2014, 10-11 am

$8 per child and adult pair, $5 for 
members (registration required)

Museum Stores of  
Richmond Holiday  
Shoppers’ Fair  
November 7, 2014,  
9:30 am-8:30 pm

November 8, 2014,  
9:30 am-5:00 pm

Visit 15 of the Richmond Region’s 
best museum stores at the Library  
of Virginia, 800 E. Broad Street.

Family Event: 28th Annual 
Court End Christmas  
(All ages)  
December 14, 2014, 12-5 pm

Free and open to the public.  
For the complete schedule,  
visit courtendchristmas.com.

Homeschool Program:  
A Colonial Community 
(Ages 5-7) 
January 6, 2015, 10-11 am

$8 per child and adult pair, $5 for 
members (registration required)

Community Conversation:  
Highland Park  
January 6, 2015, 6-8 pm  
(bus tour on January 10)

Homeschool Program:  
African Americans in  
Antebellum Richmond 
(Ages 8-10) 
February 3, 2015, 10-11 am

$8 per child and adult pair, $5 for 
members (registration required)

Community Conversation:  
Church Hill North  
February 3, 2015, 6-8 pm  
(bus tour on February 7)

Community Conversation:  
Old Town Manchester 
March 3, 2015, 6-8 pm  
(bus tour on March 7)

Family Program: Women  
of Richmond (All ages)  
March 7, 2015, 11 am-12 pm

$10 per child and adult pair,  
$8 for members

Family Event: Civil War  
and Emancipation Day  
(All ages)  
April 4, 2015

Free and open to the public.  
For more information, visit  
civilwar.emancipationday.net.

Community Conversation: 
Carver 
April 7, 2015, 6-8 pm  
(walking tour on April 11)

Homeschool Program:  
Civil War Spies (All ages) 
April 14, 2015, 10-11 am

$8 per child and adult pair, $5 for 
members (registration required)

Community Conversation:  
Barton Heights  
May 5, 2015, 6-8 pm  
(walking tour on May 9)

Community Conversation: 
Forest Hill 
June 2, 2015, 6-8 pm  
(walking tour on June 6)
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* Dogs must have current shots, mix well with others and remain leashed.  
   Owners are responsible for water and cleaning up after their dogs. Space is limited.

Museum Exhibitions

October November December

Programs and Events

Hollywood Cemetery: 
The Women of Hollywood 
Walking Tour 
October 25, 2-4 pm

Explore the role that women’s 
groups played in the cemetery’s 
history from the Civil War to the 
present. Visit gravesites of women 
who were educators, authors, 
preservationists, suffragists, 
humanitarians or the power behind 
the scenes of famous men. Meet 
at the entrance at Cherry and 
Albemarle streets.

Oregon Hill Walking Tour 
October 19, 2-4 pm
Oregon Hill is one of the oldest 
intact neighborhoods in Richmond 
and thrives as a tight-knit, working-
class neighborhood. Includes a visit 
to St. Andrew’s Church and School. 
Meet at Laurel and Idlewood streets. 

 
 

 

Main St. Recycled  
Walking Tour  
October 26, 2-4 pm

The historic business district known 
for its 19th- and 20th-century iron 
fronts and high rises is viewed by 
developers as an opportunity for 
urban residential growth. Tour 
focuses on the history, architectural 
styles and ornamentation of these 
buildings and their adaptive reuse 
for the 21st century. Meet at 14th 
and Main streets.

Hollywood Cemetery  
Walking Tour 
November 2, 9, 16, 23  
2-4 pm

Learn about the cemetery’s 
unique history, landscape design, 
architecture, symbols and residents. 
Meet at the entrance at Cherry and 
Albemarle streets.

 

Holiday Glitter:  
Monument Avenue  
After Dark Walking Tour  
December 26 and December 27, 
6-7:30 pm

Enjoy the lights and glitter of 
Monument Avenue while it’s decked 
out for the holidays. Dress for the 
weather and bring a flashlight. 
Reservations: (804) 649-0711, ext. 
301. Meet at the Lee Monument at 
Allen and Monument avenues.

This is Richmond, Virginia  
Ongoing in the Main Gallery

What defines a city? Physical boundaries? 
People? Economy? Government? Shared 
beliefs? Richmond is defined by all of these 
concepts. No one aspect is greater than 
the other. Together, they create this unique 
place we call Richmond, Virginia. Richmond 
is also defined by artifacts, which convey 
meaning and tell stories. Collectively, these 
artifacts help to tell the community’s  
larger history.

Made in Church Hill  
On view in the Stettinius Community 
Galleries January 22 - June 28, 2015

An exciting collaboration involving a variety 
of local cultural and educational institutions 
intends to bring to light the history and 
current challenges facing Church Hill 
from the perspective of its residents. A 
project spearheaded by faculty at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and University 
of Richmond, pair oral-history panels, 
sound recordings, photographic portraits, 
and the “evocative objects” of Church Hill 
residents, ranging in age from the high 
school age students to their often much 
older neighbors. Both young and old have 
been shaped by their experience growing 
up and living in Church Hill.

Creating History: The Valentine 
Family and the Creation of  
a Museum  
Ongoing on the 2nd floor of  
the 1812 John Wickham House

This exhibition illustrates how every person 
creates, through personal experience, his 
or her own usable history. Explore the 
Valentine family’s collecting enterprises, 
Valentine’s Meat Juice, and ways in 
which the Valentine’s interpretation of 
Richmond’s history has evolved.

Signs of the Times  
Ongoing on the Gray Family Terrace

Vintage neon signs from Richmond 
businesses illustrate commercial growth 
and advertising trends mounted outdoors 
on the Gray Family Terrace.

1812 John Wickham House 
Ongoing

A National Historic Landmark, the home 
allows guest to explore aspects of life in 
the early 19th century. The home was 
purchased by Mann Valentine, Jr. and 
in 1989 became the first home of the 
Valentine Museum. 

Edward V. Valentine  
Sculpture Studio  
Ongoing in the Valentine Garden

A prominent sculptor, Valentine’s works 
include the Recumbent Lee statue and the 
statue of Thomas Jefferson at The Jefferson 
Hotel. A visit to this restored studio offers a 
glimpse into the mind of the artist and into 
his times.

Beard Wars  
On view in the First Floor Rotunda  
from March 26 - November 30, 2015

Created in partnership with the RVA 
Beard League, Beard Wars examines men’s 
facial hair styles during the Civil War and 
today. On view during the final year of the 
American Civil War’s sesquicentennial 
commemoration, this photography 
exhibition features mid-19th-century and 
contemporary images of men’s facial hair 
styles, as well as grooming tools and  
other related accessories from the 
Valentine’s collection.
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How can we provide a meaningful museum 
intern experience when the majority of our 
gallery space is under renovation? This was 
the question that crossed our minds this 
spring as we prepared for a new class of 
summer interns. Luckily, the Valentine staff 
(having held multiple internships in their 
previous lives) is enthusiastic and open to 
working with and teaching students who 
are preparing for jobs in the museum field. 

This year, the Valentine received more 
than 75 applications (a record number) for 
summer internships. Of these applicants, 
eight were selected for internships and 

Once again we will hear the pitter-patter 
of little feet here at the Valentine. With 
the opening of the Sara D. November 
Education Center, the new core exhibition, 
This is Richmond, Virginia; the Community 
and Costume and Textile galleries; as well 
as improved teaching spaces, the Public 
Programs Department is excited, and 
a bit anxious, with the possibilities for 
educational programming this year. 

Following the Valentine Grand Re-Opening, 
we will launch our first homeschool 
program. Then we will host students, 
administrators and teachers for a ribbon- 
cutting ceremony and happy hour for the 
Sara D. November Education Center in 
early November. Through a community 
partnership with the Girl Scouts of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, we will also 
offer a “Celebrating Community” badge 
program for area Girl Scouts.

Sarah M. Kim 

Sarah M. Kim, deputy director, joins the Valentine from 
the Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts, 
where she was assistant director of development, expanding 
alumni networks and major donor support. Kim served on 
the volunteer and staff team that raised $32 million for the 
VCU Institute of Contemporary Art, which broke ground in 
June 2014 and is slated for completion in 2016.

Prior to VCU, Kim was executive director of the 
Neighborhood Resource Center in Richmond’s Fulton Hill 
and oversaw capital campaigns and program growth at 
the Science Museum of Virginia, the Visual Arts Center of 
Richmond and the James River Association. Kim has also 
traveled the country promoting civics education programs 
for high school students. She graduated from the College of 
William & Mary with Bachelor of Arts degrees in psychology 
and art history. She is part of the TEDxRVA leadership team 
and serves on the board of ART 180.

The chance to join the Valentine during this pivotal year 
of re-branding, re-opening and re-engaging with the 
community was the ideal opportunity to pull upon 20 years 
of diverse nonprofit experience. Kim is passionate about the 
Richmond community and excited to engage more children 
and adults in Richmond’s stories and unique experiences 
that teach how our past impacts the future of our city.

Kristen E. Stewart 

In early September, Kristen E. Stewart returned to her 
hometown of Richmond to begin her work with the 
Valentine as the Nathalie L. Klaus Curator of Costumes and 
Textiles. She’s already begun laying the groundwork for 
her first Valentine exhibition, which will open in May 2015. 
Stewart is excited about the Valentine’s 40,000-piece textile 
collection and grateful for the support the board has given 
to preserve and interpret it. For the grand opening of the 
Valentine’s Klaus & Reynolds Costume and Textile Gallery, 
she plans to tell the story of classical roots in Richmond 
fashion.

“Clothing and textiles carry stories. The unique breadth of 
The Valentine’s collection of costume and flat textiles allows 
a curator to engage these stories in the conversation about 
what it means to be human in Richmond, Virginia, “ she says. 
Stewart looks forward to sharing her knowledge of fashion 
as it reflects societal change.

For seven years, Stewart worked with the Costume 
Institute at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in Manhattan 
after earning her Master of Arts, cum laude in fashion and 
textile studies from the Fashion Institute of Technology 
in Manhattan. Before moving to New York, she received a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in fashion design from VCU, 
and later worked as an assistant fashion designer and 
illustrator and with the Calvin Klein Archive in New York.

Meet and GreetCapital CampaignWe Love Our Interns!

Since 1902, Our Doors Have Been Open To All Students

The Nathalie L. & Philip W. Klaus, Sr. Lobby

Thank you to all who participated in our Second 
Century Campaign. Phase II is winding down and 
the results are spectacular. Opportunity remains to 
participate both in supporting the building campaign 
and the endowment, but we are fortunate to have 
sufficient contributions and pledges to re-open our 
galleries and on-site programs this year in bright, 
inviting and exciting new spaces. 

Among our refreshed and newly appointed 
spaces is the Nathalie L. & Philip W. Klaus, Sr. 
Lobby. Nathalie and Phil Klaus were longtime and 
generous supporters of the Valentine, bringing both 
philanthropic support and superb leadership to the 
organization for decades. A passion for history and a 
deep love of the Richmond community directed the 
couple’s many leadership roles in the city’s nonprofit 
and business communities. The Klaus family carries 
on the tradition of support and leadership at the 
Valentine, most recently through their grandson, 
James W. Klaus, who is a past chair of the Board  
of Trustees.

The new Nathalie L. & Philip W. Klaus, Sr. Lobby 
will host the Valentine Store, now stocked with 
items designed, created and produced in Richmond. 
The association with our new retail space carries 
even greater significance given Phil’s retail legacy 
(Richmond Dry Goods, now CWDKids) and 
Nathalie’s commitment to the Valentine Museum 
Guild, which began retail at the Valentine. The Klaus 
Lobby promises a visitor-focused experience and an 
energetic hub for the Valentine. 

Opening October 25, 2014.

five of the eight received funding through 
a generous donation from the Kip Kephart 
Foundation. This summer, interns worked 
on a variety of projects including but not 
limited to: researching the Valentine’s 
walking stick collection, developing adult 
programs, recording and transcribing our 
numerous walking tours and assisting 
in the planning and preparation of our 
annual Richmond History Makers event. 
Interns also participated in three brown-
bag learning lunches where they met 
with staff and participated in behind-the-
scenes museum tours and résumé-building 
workshops. 

Nathalie L. & Philip W. Klaus, Sr.

In December, we are looking forward to 
hosting children’s crafts for the 28th annual 
Court End Christmas and a Girl Scout 
program, My Family Story, which focuses on 
family traditions during the holiday season.

Additional scout and homeschool programs 
are scheduled in January and February of 
next year. In addition, we are busy designing 
a custom Valentine badge for our exclusive 
Girl Scout program, Ladylike: Women from 
1820 to 1920.

The Valentine has a history of offering 
original and engaging family programs and 
events. We are reestablishing that tradition 
this spring, launching the first of many 
family programs in March. We hope you  
can join us often as our exhibitions and 
topics change. 

Additional information can be found at 
thevalentine.org.
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While we try to make sure that these 
programs and tasks exceed intern 
expectations, the reality is that semester 
after semester, the interns’ quality work 
eclipses our predictions and we discover 
that many of our projects would never come 
to fruition without interns. Because we are 
such a small staff, our interns contribute 
immensely to the success of our museum;  
it is their research that helps our institution 
learn even more about our collections and 
our city. The Valentine internship program 
is certainly one of reciprocity, and we hope 
our interns feel that way too!
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This is Richmond, Virginia

Thanks to a bounty of civic goodwill, 
the Valentine has transformed the 
entire physical design of our  
gallery spaces.

We Love Our Interns!

How can we provide a meaningful 
museum intern experience when  
the majority of our gallery space is  
under renovation?  

Public Programs

Once again we will hear the  
pitter-patter of little feet here at  
the Valentine.

RICH M O N D  S TORIE S ™

Connect with us!

Well-lit Thoughts 

Lighting designer–Wendy Umanoff, who 
was commissioned by the Valentine to 
create our welcome chandelier, credits her 
unconventional approach to lighting design 
to her passion for architecture and her 
love of abandoned antiquities. Her design 
process offers an opportunity for creative 
growth that begins inside and  
projects outward. 

Noteworthy Acquisitions 

Richmond-based Umanoff Design provides well-lit thoughts to clients here and abroad. 
For more information on Wendy and her work, visit umanoffdesign.com.

“My process in designing the chandelier for the Valentine’s main 
entrance was to gather as much visual information as possible. First, I 
observed architectural details and then entered the archives with my 
Valentine collaborators. Walking down the aisles, I felt as excited as a 
child inside an incredibly lavish candy store. What inspired me the most 
were the children’s toys and wooden doll house furniture. These well-
crafted items made from wood, tin, cloth and paper, painted in primary 
colors that had weathered over time from use, left strong impressions 
in my mind. What struck me is that people once loved and played with 
these objects and wanted to share them with others. When guests 
experience the chandelier, I want them to feel a sense of  
whimsical sophistication. 

Staying true to my aesthetic, I believe I’ve created a truly eclectic piece 
for the Valentine. I used traditional materials such as vintage glass and 
combined them with fabricated parts inspired by objects with a prior 
history. Each piece of the chandelier tells a story, like the Valentine, 
about how community is created.”
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