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 Famous for cataloging all things “River City,” the Valentine Richmond History 
Center has ventured into an unexpected kind of historical archiving—tattoos.
 In 2010, the Richmond area was deemed by NBC’s “The Today Show” as the 
third most tattooed city in the United States, citing the high number of tattoo shops 
per capita.  Permanent tattoos have become increasingly common in the United States, 
with 21% of adult Americans now sporting at least one.  Inspired by these statistics, the 
History Center teamed up with local photographer Terry Brown to document the city’s 
tattoos.   Last spring we had a public call for participation for models, which resulted in 
close to one hundred individuals volunteering to be photographed.
 “It’s important for us to document things that are happening in 
Richmond today.  People may be surprised that we are adding 
tattoos to our collection, but it is a popular subculture and art 
form.  We thought it was necessary for the History Center’s 
collection to reflect this type of self-expression,” said 
History Center Director Bill Martin.
 Tattooing, a method of body modification with ink 
or other materials, is found in every culture. For thou-
sands of years, tattoos have expressed beliefs, shown 
status, preserved memories, and even been used as a 
form of punishment. In the past, western culture as-
sociated tattoos with those individuals who lived on 
the edge of society; however, today they are recog-
nized as a legitimate art form and widely accepted 
in mainstream culture. This exhibit shows, you 
never know who may have some ink.
 The photo exhibition shares highlights of 
“History, Ink: The Tattoo Archive Project.” Par-
ticipants not only shared their designs, but also 
their associated stories and meaning. This project 
adds to the significant photography collections 
of the History Center that document the region’s 
history from the early glass plate images of the 
Cook Collection to the news photography of the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch.
 “This was a really great project to work on.  
All of the tattoos were so different and I enjoyed 
hearing each of their stories.  I made sure each of 
the photographs reflected the unique design as a 
beautiful piece of art work,” said Terry Brown.
 Do you have a local tattoo or story that you 
would like to share with us?  You still can.  Visit 
valentinerhc.tumblr.com and submit a photo of 
your tattoo.
 “History, Ink: The Tattoo Archive Project” 
was made possible by a generous donation from 
Tom and Wendy Rosenthal.  Visit the exhibit on 
the ground floor of the History Center in the 
Stern Gallery through March 31, 2013. 
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History, Ink:  The   

Archive Project 
  

Celebrate the 
season at a 
historic holiday 
open house.

Admission & Transportation
to 9 Historic Sites:FREE

Valentine Richmond History Center • John Marshall House
Museum and White House of the Confederacy • Beers House
Virginia State Capitol • St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
St. John’s Church • Egyptian Building • Monumental Church

Music • Children’s Activities 
Performances • Carriage Rides 
Gift Shops • Tours • Refreshments

www.courtendchristmas.com

1015 E. Clay Street • Richmond, Virginia 23219 • 804 649-0711 • www.richmondhistorycenter.com

COST: $10 adults ($5 members). Reservations are  required: (804) 649-0711 
ext. 301 or online at   www.Richmond HistoryTours.com. 

OUR MOST POPULAR WALKING TOUR!

GlitterHoliday
WHEN: December 26th & December 27th  6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Tour begins at the Lee monument at Allen Street 
and Monument Avenue. 

Monument Avenue After Dark

Sponsored by
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 The Valentine Richmond History Center recently opened a new ex-
hibit, showing a selection of objects from the Holt Tobacco Collection.
It was collected by Bernard Stuart “Skip” Holt (1932-2011) and donated 
to the Museum recently by his wife Carol A. Holt. These objects, which 
include tobacco tins, tobacco promotional material, cigarette cards, tobacco 
production equipment and early tobacco lithographic and print advertising, 
are examples of tobacciana, objects related to smoking and tobacco produc-
ing. Collecting tobacciana is a popular past time and is especially relevant 
to Richmond and the History Center.
 During the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, tobacco was 
one of the city’s most prominent industries, and Richmond was consid-
ered for many years to be the tobacco center of the South. Unfortunately, 
Richmond-based companies such as Allen & Ginter failed to capitalize on 
the growing popularity of pre-rolled, packaged cigarettes. The heart of the 
tobacco industry soon shifted further south into North Carolina, concen-
trating in Durham and Winston-Salem, where it remains today.
 Even after the decline of the Richmond tobacco trade, Richmond itself 
has remained a powerful marketing symbol in tobacco advertising. Dozens 
of early tobacco companies advertised their products as containing only 
Richmond or Virginia-style tobacco, transforming the city’s history into a 
marketing slogan.
 This history can be seen throughout the Holt Collection, as well as 
the wider history of the 
growth and development 
of the tobacco industry.
 Check out the Holt 
Tobacco Collection in the 
Klaus Galleries located 
on the ground floor of the 
History Center.
Ben Plache, Collections Intern,
Valentine Richmond History Center

Holt Tobacco Collection

Above: A promotional wooden chair created 
by Chesterfield Cigarettes to advertise their 
product. Circa 1920s.
Far right: Three examples of tobacco tins. For 
much of the eighteenth-century, tobacco was 
sold in unbranded wooden boxes with little ef-
fort made to distinguish or advertise individual 
brands. With the development of lithographic 
printing, which allow images to be easily and 
quickly printed on metal, tobacco tins began 
to be decorated with bright, compelling images 
in hopes of attracting customers and building 
brand loyalty.

HISTORY FOR ALL  —
Friendship Cafes

 On a perfect September day this fall, 
about 100 people gathered on Clay Street 
for the dedication of two state historic 
markers. The first marker describes the 
Valentine-Wickham House. Built in 1812, 
this important National Historic Land-
mark served as the original location for 
the Valentine Museum. The second mark-
er recognizes the museum itself. Over the 
past 120 years, the museum has evolved 
to what you know today as the Valentine 
Richmond History Center. 
 Throughout our history, there has 
been one consistent force that has kept the 
museum going – committed Richmonders 
like you. In the pages of this newsletter, 
you’ll read about new museum acquisi-
tions, tattoos, tours, and history programs 
for seniors. Each one of these programs 
and events relies on the support of mem-
bers and donors in order to exist.  
 Were it not for your generosity, 
Richmond’s history would go undocu-
mented. Thank you for your continued 
support. As we head into the end of the 
year giving season, please keep the His-
tory Center on your list of donations. 
With your support, a group of people will 
gather 100 years from now to celebrate the 
300th anniversary of the Wickham House 
and once again recognize the History 
Center’s important role in Richmond.

200th
Wickham House
Birthday Party

If you have been in the History Center recently, 
you may have noticed workers with flashlights 
and clipboards exploring the galleries and peer-
ing into closets and above ceiling tiles. These 
guests are the architects and engineers doing 
preliminary preparations for our upcoming gallery 
renovations. In less than twelve months, the His-
tory Center plans to begin a complete renovation 
of the galleries, exhibits, lobby and gift shop, and 
education center. Those who have wandered our 
galleries know the confusing maze of walls and 
dated exhibits. With the renovations, windows 
and doors will be opened, sight-lines restored, 
and space will be created for visitors to come to-
gether to learn about Richmond’s history and dis-
cuss its future. $2.3 million of the $3 million needed 
for this project has been raised so far. In addition 
to the updated public spaces, the History Center 
hopes to also add $4 million to its endowment in 
order to provide a reliable financial foundation 
for the museum.  If you have not visited recently, 
please call us for a visit to see the new drawings 
and hear about upcoming plans.

Gallery CampaignRichmond History Center Partners 
With Senior Connections to Bring 
Programs to Seniors
 The Valentine Richmond History Center has always been 
committed to providing historical programming to all the 
people of Richmond. For this reason it has put considerable 
effort into developing its outreach offerings.
 One of the outreach programs is its partnership with Se-
nior Connections to bring interesting Richmond history lectures 
into Senior Connections’ Friendship Cafes.
 “Outreach programs are important on many levels,” said 
Bill Martin, Director of the History Center. “They are especially 
important for seniors because programs like ours can provide 
valuable mental and social activity that can help people 
stay sharp.”
 Senior Connections is a Richmond non-profit that pro-
vides free services, like meet-ups that include a hot meal and 
mental stimulation, to local seniors, many of whom live with 
incomes below the poverty line. 
 A study in the Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion noted that seniors who engaged their minds in any one 
of seven activities, including attending museums, had 47% less 
chance of developing Alzheimer’s than those who did not. 
 Unfortunately, for anyone below the poverty threshold,

 their income does not allow for discretionary spending to 
visit places like the History Center. Therefore, Senior Connec-
tions, with its free programs and services, fills a void in the 
Richmond senior community.
 The History Center’s role in the Friendship Cafes pro-
gram is to provide the adult-oriented lectures that they have 
already used with success in other senior environments to 
keep the cafes fresh and exciting.
 The history lectures consist of topics ranging from 
Virginia Indians to Richmond’s trolley system. Each one is an 
hour long and utilizes artifacts from the History Center collec-
tion to engage the participants.
 “The initial success of the History Center’s offerings at 
the Friendship Cafes is quite amazing,” Patti Fogg, Assistant 
Director of Education for the History Center, said “We can 
already tell that this partnership will be fruitful for both the 
History Center and Senior Connections.”
 It is easy to see that this partnership between Senior 
Connections and the History Center will not only be great for 
seniors, but also for advancing the missions of both 
organizations.
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Austin Sargent, PR Intern,Valentine Richmond History Center

Donate online at — 
www.richmondhistorycenter.com/give
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