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BALLOT BATTLE:

Richmond'’s Social Struggle for Women'’s Suffrage

While many think of the suffrage
movement gaining speed in the early
1900s, there were spurts of enthusiasm

across the country before that time. IMAGE: X.49.37.43 , Women's Suffrage Rally atthe Virginia State Capitol, 1916, The Valentine

The Seneca Falls Convention led by
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and other
activists took placein 1848. Soon, Susan
B Anthony would join the movement and
it would pick up steam across the
country. Here in Virginiainterestwould
fall flat until 1909 when it came to
women'’s suffrage — whether pro or anti.

There were a few Richmond and Virginia
women who tried to make the case from
women'’s suffrage before 1900 but their
efforts did not gain much support.



IMAGE: Adele
Goodman Clark
Papers, Special
Collections and
Archives, VCU
Libraries. Equal
Suffrage League of
Richmond, Va. in
front of
Washington
Monument, Capitol
Square, Richmond.
The members of
the ESL were
promoting the
suffrage film, "Your
Girl and Mine." Feb
1915 -
https://gallery.libra
ry.vcu.edu/exhibits/
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In 1909, a group of Richmond women including Lila Meade Valentine, Adele Clark, Nora Houston, Ellen
Glasgow, Agnes Randolph, the great-great granddaughter of Thomas Jefferson, and Lucy Randolph
Mason, the great-granddaughter of George Mason, as well as teachers, journalists and business women
banded together to form the Equal Suffrage League (ESL) which initially worked for a state amendment
allowing women the right to vote.
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Nearly 120 members joined in the first year — most from Richmond. %@
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@he Virginia Assoriation Opposed tn
Woman Suffrage

MEMBERSHIP CARD

PLEASE ENROLL MY NAME AS

ACTIVE MEMBER
CONTRIBUTING MEMBER
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

NAME

ADDRESS

IMAGE: V.99.56.13, The Valentine.

In 1912, the Virginia Association Opposed
to Woman Suffrage (VAOWS) was formed
to lead the fight to defeat the efforts of the
ESL and other pro-suffrage organizations.

From 1915 through 1920, Mary Mason
Anderson Williams was president of the
Virginia Association Opposed to Woman
Suffrage. No organizational records survive
to indicate how many members the
association had, but at the May 1918 state
convention officers reported on the
addition of almost 1,350 new members.

Its board of directorsand committees
included members of many influential
social, business and political familiesin the
state.

<
96\@(\\0
&




e EGRO RULE
y ENTY-NINE COUNTIES WOE{;‘E %‘%f%ngEo% 1\}iEORGIA
A TWOVER SIXTY COUNTIESSTTTE OF MISSISSIPPI
PUBLISHED BY = DER THE ENTIRE
[ SUFFRAGE | THE NE VVF) L\%I?\o, VIRGINIA
| EDITION | FOR THE EQUAL SUFFR \H” ST

CTIN
i IME FOR REFLE

TE, YOUR COUNTY? ISN'T IT A:BI;)];JTA;I;‘T?

i STIP:IEI\; AND WOMEN TO THINE—

—— ~A\ |NTIES
THE THREAT '

1January. 1915.)
h g °

ichma~

From the Ricl

FaGs ang FIHHI_BS adont Woman JUffage

Hiatory, Doctrine Pro,
P

Equal Suffrag
1 Associo| President of the Equal Suffrag

With Dates, Blection Returng Comparisons op State Laws ang
Ready teference Information" oo Motherg! Fensions, “Riv of
Marriaq Women, “fy e and Conditiong® of labor pgy Otherwise
avallaple,
Y
Referenceg fTitted becauge op Pace limitationg, Where syp.
Jects are treated in mope detail, wiy pa furnisheq op application,
S
SHORT HISTORY o woman FFRAGE,
Besideg isolateq Instanceg § Oman  time,
lution, "apny [ eral early
|
|
o Vole in Iel
y : NS ol
EPRVE “Dry” Election
and Y

Fomen' v,
By AR

thothe Frenop Revo.
arly co Dleas, the theory of 't

as not formul:l(ed until aftep a ti-Sla.
in anlon, in 1 40, at Which w, men delegateg W i
after whijoj, the womep Who wepe refuseq it rletormined to
hold Conventjon of thejr own to formula e ‘i
Thig was firse nm‘onudlnhud at a Convention at Se
in July, 1848, Variong ‘“rights' Were
the right € on
on

ave
Mme these carly
» Written py Ploneers 1, the
‘I the first Organizeq demang for the rights
at the Memorape Convention at s, 1ls,
Omitteq the one ¢,

ve

of the Women-maqe
€neca Fq N. Y. in 184;
e for the franchlae, those Who maq it Would haye
0 see ajf granted, T, asked for omen the ight to have
p'er;aon';:l freedom 0 acquipe N education to
Claim pe,

Ny of the
OW accordeq,

o For the Dpa; ury

N vance in he direction of equa] rights for v,
Many Instances these haye JSen granteg in r

efforts of Women themselyes, 7

ESTABLISHED By "INDIRECT INFLUENCE.”
Oman Suffrage had Jitye ho, mntil the Dassage op the Fif.
teenth Amendment to th X Cnnsu‘lutlon AR,
Negroes, and Suggesteq the o
& Woman Suffrage ASsociation
3 by Nationa) 435
\d
body» ﬂM
som' ing her is con’ b
woman K8 5%, chair 1f & her ! ' / S
we gd‘ electrie galls to paY » ‘
in

h
S would eac
—F | Suffrage League and theov'?e?c\)/:‘/Virginia,
= /St , Ulits Equatheir viewpoints to thg pcilypin editorials an.d
sold to “”w:;“w el espouse |ng one anOth?r Filre fore social media
f“’;:m“” 14 wher : Often engag ring th'stlme be.o througha
T plorer; “W:.m“mt - other literature. Du sages were delivered
st g mes
“Mw"‘"‘; 77 THE szmxro%roeoﬂy and the internet,

rticles,
ns including newspaper a
- - variety of mea

ashes, etc.
N toons, cards, buttons, s

wO WITHOU7 REP, ESEN 7100 lots. car |

- R

OTES FO st

A'A

Gb‘fa
¥
£ O .

AGU d, v»

FRAGE LEAZ | ond, g

UAL SUFER | midg. : ——

EQ Gommer

1o —
o
[e3

aama by N Y

yeiated



5

RICHMOND, VA, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1916. —TWELVE PAGES.
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'WOMEN DEMAND  ‘ELOQUENT PLEA  MISSING K BOAT
RIGHT TO VOTE: AGAINST SUFFRAGE, IS BELIEVED §

 Advocates of Suffrage Appear Miss Lucy Jean Price Opposes
. Before Committees of Gen- Granting of Votes to '
! eral Assl:mbly_ Women.

Submarine Off Flor-
ida Coast

Tank Steamer Reports Sightjng:

LARGE AUDIENCE APPLAUDS HAVE nEsmw OF THEIR uwu FEARS NOT ALL RELIEVED:

Ma.ny Speakers Advocate Amcnd—J | Says
ment to Constitution—One
Opponent Voices Views. '

Doubling
Does Not Mean Purifica-

tion of Politics.

Radio to Locate Submersi-
ble Prove Futile.
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from one-half the body politic and ar!
the same time reguire that halfl of lheu
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jmembers of the Equal Suffrage L—e—ag‘us'
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i purification of politics. Miss Lucy Jean
Price, field secretary of the Ohio Asso- !

aving sighted off
what appeared 1o be the E-5. belief
was expressed that the submersible was
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Hey West. Captain Brran's statemant
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-of a true demoeracy. - fnd char;—mg; ;:g:it ah?f?lii??%iﬁb'i:g ’tla?ltﬁ::nt e:f:' the Charleston XNavy-Fard., that the:
that to withhold the right of sulffragel ' 0" o 10" /ot necessarily mean a,tank steamer C. A Canfield reported ;

the Florida caastj

here was that the Canfield having re- |

Russian FOI‘CES Dl‘iV&

Turks Before Then

FTER having driven the Tark

from @A remion aboot fTort:
miler in lem=th in Asiatic Torke
fe the went f Laks Van, and po
them to retreat down the Muxh Val
ley, the Hoassinps seeminZly hawv
ceaned their opérations im thix par
ricolar vicinity for the winter.

Larze mambers of prisomers wen
mken by rthe Hussinps, o additie:
te heavy smoyn. machioe =uns an
other war material

There has heen little Gxhrings o
Erear moment anywhere in any o
the war theafern, except by artil
lery. #erman positions 2t Sicen
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on the westerm line, and consider
able damnpe hasz been done.

From northwest of Eiza 1o th
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Virginia suffragists succeeded in bringing the issue to the floor of the General Assembly three times between
1912 and 1916, but the vote never came close to passage. The Equal Suffrage League's strategy focused on
winning supportin the General Assembly for a voting-rightsamendmentto the state constitution. Some
suffragists grew impatientwith the painstaking approach and broke ranks, joining the more militant
Congressional Union (later the National Woman's Party), and then pressuring Congress and U.S. president e
Woodrow Wilson to enact a federal suffrage amendment. <& s'é\
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The Net Ctrazlatzon of the Was]nngtoﬁ 'Herald Yesterday Was 42 155

=iF =~ THE WASHINGTON HERALD [ vese i

\(1 4603 WASHINGTON, D, C, THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 1919. ONE CENT 3 ichiones ont Sebuste,

WOMAN SUFFRAGE VICTORIOUS IN SENATE
NATIONAL WIRE STRIKE LIKELY IN 48 HOURS

HEAD OF D. C. UNION jmxe axewo
FORECASTS SUSPENSION p
UNLESS BURLESON ACTS |

President F. N. McDowell of Local 24, Says
Atlanta Trouble Menaces Whole System
Of Communication—Strike Breakers En-
route from New York to Georgia Inter-
cepted Here—Konencamp in City to Di-
rect Fight Against Western Union.

—| OF 56 to 25 is Announced
At Close of Long Debate

i |

How Suffragists | Struggle Started Forty-One Years Ago by
Have Fought to | Senator Sargent of California Ends in Vie- _
tory After Many Defeats—Supporters De-
clare Ratification by States Now Is Merely
A Matter of Form and Will Come Quickly.

Win the Ballot

The vote yesterday was
the fifth time the Semate
has h-ll sted on the ques
ton since it was
forty-one ars
Senator Sargent, of Cali
foraia.

The first v

e in 18Ry, was 16 yeas

With Sylvester J. Kenencamp, mternational president of the Teleg- !
praphens’ Union is in Washington to direct the fight for the operators, i
ndications were late last night that the pation-wide strike of wiremen
would be called within forty-eght hours

F. H. McDowell, president of the Distrct local, saxd early this ?
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IMAGE: The Washington herald. [volume] (Washington, D.C.), 05 June 1919. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of
Congress. <https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1919-06-05/ed-1/seq-1/>
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Richmond Evening
Journal reported on
the response of the
Equal Suffrage
League to passage
of the "Susan B.
Anthony"
amendment

Source: Library of
Virginia,
"Unwarranted,
Unnecessary,
Undemocratic:" The
Virginia General
Assembly Responds
To The Proposed
Nineteenth
Amendment In 1919

Richmond Suffragists
- Happy Over Victory
 Of Their Amendme
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ery e 1 it oo | Pty ¢ ke Bl Bttt
(which ts to take place. probably, n the | tn. " nows made the following ml
Jefferson hotel, tc celebrate the pas-|ment: »

sage of the Susan B, Anthony amend:! “1 refoice that at last congress h-l
yment to the federal constitution after taken the step which will enable this
a strugxle of approximately forty | nation to stand before the democracies
years, Details of the jublliee will be of the world unashamed. The fed-
planned at a called meeting of the  eral! suffrage amendment now goes
" Equal Suffrage League of Richmond 1o the legislatures of the m-dml
tomorrow moralog at 11 o clock &t states and will undoubtedly be ratified
its headquarters, Fourth and Frankiin by (he required three-fourths, thus
streets, at which. every member % giving' to the women of America the
urged to be present. Mrs. Kate political power aiready possessed by
Langley Hosher, first vice-president,  the women of the other great na-
.~ will preside,

Mrs. Bosher, in commenting upon’' . regret irginia
‘the outcome of the senate vote yu-!u“u'::.m u:xt‘:um‘:
Jterday, said: ‘1 feel not alone a mense . eing the state amendment

' of relief and gratitude for the begin- | Suffrage Lea
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IMAGE: Cook 1182
Women Lined up to
Vote November 1920
IMAGE: RTD Sept 21
1920

When Congress passed the Nineteenth Amendmentin June
1919, the ESL fought hard for ratification, but Virginia
politicians did not relent. Despite the efforts of the Equal
Suffrage League, Virginiawas one of the nine southern states
that refused to grant the vote to women. Virginiawomen at
last won the right to vote in August 1920, when the
Nineteenth Amendment became law, and exercised that right
soon after in the November elections. More than 13,000
Richmond women registered and voted in the 1920 election.
The General Assembly stubbornly withheld its ratification
until 1952 which was, of course, symbolic.




For more information:

Encyclopedia of Virginia
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/woman suffrage in virginia#start entry

https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Equal Suffrage League of Virginia 1909-
1920

https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Valentine Lila Meade 1865-
1921#start entry

Library of Virginia
https://edu.lva.virginia.gov/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/people
/lila_meade_valentine

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/dvb/bio.asp?b=Williams_Mary Mason_And
erson



https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/woman_suffrage_in_virginia
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Equal_Suffrage_League_of_Virginia_1909-1920
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Valentine_Lila_Meade_1865-1921
https://edu.lva.virginia.gov/online_classroom/shaping_the_constitution/people/lila_meade_valentine
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/dvb/bio.asp?b=Williams_Mary_Mason_Anderson

