
CONTEXT
The Equal Suffrage League (ESL) of
Virginia was created in 1909 to get a
state amendment passed granting
women the right to vote. Around
1915, anti-suffragists argued that
African-American women would
dominate at the polls if legislators
voted for women's suffrage. The all-
white ESL issued this handbill with a
counterargument, claiming that
allowing women to vote "would
increase white supremacy."
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The Valentine

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Who gets to vote? Who decides
that?

1.

 Who is the audience for this flyer
circa 1915? 

2.

 Why was the flyer  created? 3.

DISCOVER 
RICHMOND STORIES
For more stories visit thevalentine.org or email education@thevalentine.org

 Some ESL members privately expressed concern about the treatment of African-American women. But,
publicly the group tried to use racism to their advantage, arguing that “we are secure from negro
domination.” The state amendment never passed, but a federal amendment gave women the vote in 1920. 
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