
CONTEXT
The purpose of the USO, United Service Organization, is to provide morale, welfare, and
entertainment for uniformed military personnel. President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration
asked the Salvation Army, Young Men’s Christian Association, Young Women’s Christian Association,
National Catholic Community Services, National Travelers Aid Association and the National Jewish
Welfare Board to combine their efforts to create the USO. In the 1940s, the USO sponsored celebrity
visits, movies, churches and dances for the men at war. USO shows still take place today. 

Virginia USO Sadie Hawkins Dance

ERA
WWII

THEMES
Homefront during WWII, Civilian War Effort

USO Scrapbook, circa 1943

CITATION
Sadie Hawkins Dance, circa 1943, Richmond U. S. O. Collection, V.98.38.41 and V.98.38.42, The
Valentine

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How did Richmonders support the war effort?
What new roles did citizens on the homefront take on during WWII?

DISCOVER 
RICHMOND STORIES
For more stories visit thevalentine.org or email education@thevalentine.org
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USO scrapbook page, circa 1943, Richmond U. S. O. Collection, V.98.38.41 and V.98.38.42, The Valentine


