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THIS IS
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA  A New Exhibition

So you think you know the history of 
Richmond, Virginia?   We challenge 
you to pass the test this autumn 
with our new core exhibition, “This 
Is Richmond, Virginia.”   

“This is Richmond, Virginia” explores 
Richmond’s past and present 
through a wide, and sometime 
surprising, selection of objects. In 
this first exhibition to be installed 
in the History Center’s newly 
renovated galleries, visitors will see 
objects as varied as neon signs, 
locally made silver and pottery, 
and a 19th century mill stone.

Expected to run for several years, 
the exhibition has the added twist 
of regularly scheduled object 
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A New Exhibiton
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This is Richmond, Virginia
A New Exhibition

rotations. David Voelkel, Elise H. Wright Curator 
of General Collections, explains “by rotating 
artifacts, visitors will have a reason to return 
regularly and to be continually challenged with 
new stories, objects and questions over the run 
of the exhibition.”  

“This is Richmond, Virginia” follows a thematic, 
rather than chronological, interpretive approach 
and focuses on the power of the authentic object, 

rather than reproductions or 
technology, to illustrate 

the many stories and 
voices of Richmond.  
Local firm Riggs 

Ward designed the 
exhibition.

Visitors will have the freedom 
to explore the themes as they 

wish, in any order. Themes are 
framed by broad questions that can be applied 
to the past, present and future: 

Why the Fall Line? traces Richmond’s founding 
on the fall line of the James River and the 
importance of geography, geology, and nature. 

Where Do We Live? discusses our ever-changing 
neighborhoods and residents.

What Do We Produce? looks into some of the 
industries and services that have made Richmond 
a commercial hub for centuries. 

Who Has A Voice? explores struggles between 
liberty and power, freedom and order.

What Do We Value? considers the importance 
of both shared and disparate values that have 
shaped Richmond’s identity.  

The curatorial team faced many difficult decisions 
when selecting artifacts for this project. With 
more than 1.6 million collection items to choose 
from, which objects represent a diverse and 
exciting cross section of Richmond’s complex 
and long history? For every inclusion, there are 
many exclusions. Keeping that in mind, “This is 
Richmond, Virginia” is crafted to be flexible and 
to allow for regular rotations of new acquisitions 
and objects in the existing collection over the 
entire lifespan of the exhibition.  

From ancient geological specimens to the 
rainbow flag that flew at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Richmond in 2011, “This is Richmond, 
Virginia” examines how objects contain layers 
of meaning that are both personal and public. 
We invite you to come find your story when the 
exhibition opens to the public in mid-October.

“This Is Richmond, Virginia” 
was made possible by the 
generous support of Altria.

“This Is Richmond, Virginia” 
was made possible by the 
generous support of Altria.



Recent additions to the 
History Center’s collection 
include a diverse variety of 
objects, from a painting by 
nationally known cartoonist 
Jeff McNally to a set of side 
chairs now on view in the 
Wickham House Library.

Six klismos-form chairs, circa 1825
Tiger maple and cane
R.04.2014
Museum Purchase

Hickory Hill, Hanover County, VA
Late 19th century
Stereograph
David H. Anderson, photographer
R.48.2013
Museum Purchase

1. Untitled, 1974 • Jeff McNally, artist  • Oil on canvas • V.2014.05.01
Gift of Dr. James A. Shields, Jr.

2. Scale and tools used at West End Pharmacy, 1955-1961 • V.2014.03
Gift of Frederick Melvin Weinberg

3. Folding chair signed by 1987-88 University of Richmond men’s basketball team • R.95.2013
Gift of Bruce Gray

We are pleased to announce the creation of a 
new fund for object purchases and conservation. 
The Collections Revolving Fund will support 
curatorial efforts to expand the History Center’s 
holdings and to enhance the Wickham House, as 
well as to clean and repair objects in the existing 
collection. Our first use of this fund is the recent 
purchase of 10 stereographs showing late 19th 
century views of Hickory Hill, the Wickham family 
estate located in Hanover County, Virginia.

If you are interested in making a donation to the Collections 
Revolving Fund, please contact Bill Martin, History Center Director, 
at 804-649-0711 ext. 340.

Collections Revolving Fund

New Acquisition Highlights
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On November 1, 2013, the Valentine’s contractors Kjellstrom + Lee broke ground for the History Center 
renovations. A walk through the construction site reveals new spaces for galleries and special events, 
an education center, gift shop, and lobby. Here are highlights of the past five months.

Pulling back layers of previous renovations revealed notes scribbled on 
walls and old documents. In this image, History Center Director Bill Martin 
reads from a 1930s exhibit list found behind a downstairs wall. Among the 
artists listed is Sara D. November, a well-regarded 20th century artist for 
whom the education center will be named.

While putting in the water lines for the Sara D. 
November Education Center, contractors dug 
up mounds of beautiful red clay. Red clay is used 
to make small clay pots in our Powhatan Indians 
school program. Much like this clay, education 
programs have provided foundational support 
for the Valentine since 1898.

The Valentine’s stellar Costume and Textile 
Collection is recognized as one of the largest and 
most significant collections of its kind in the United 
States. The opening of the Klaus and Reynolds 
Costume and Textile Galleries will create a new 
runway for the history of Richmond fashion and 
examinations of textiles. 

Surprises are part of every renovation. As contractors removed the wiring in 
what you might remember as the Neon Gallery, they discovered a complex 
network of electrical outlets that had been covered by earlier flooring.

As a result, we decided to remove the existing floor.  While this was not 
in the plans, the floor in our new event space will flow smoothly to the 
adjoining rooms. 

Continued growth and long-term sustainability for the History Center require increased earned income. 
This renovated and expanded space will be rented for a wide array of special events, thus generating 
additional revenue.

The new galleries have great sight lines. Steel I-beams support new openings where walls once stood. 
The reconfigured spaces will reduce the confusing maze that previously greeted our visitors. With views 
into the 1812 Wickham House, the garden, and the Edward V. Valentine Sculpture Studio, guests will 
see the opportunities that await them. The form of the renovation mirrors our function – to engage 
and educate in an inviting manner. 

We are on track for the October grand re-opening, but we still need to raise funds to complete this 
project. If you would like to help, please make a gift online at richmondhistorycenter.com/give or 
call 649-0711 ext. 340.

Keep Calm and Hammer On
The Renovation Continues
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Fashion trends repeat themselves. Mini skirts, skinny jeans and pointed-toe 
heels return to the runway repeatedly.  We see this with a recently donated 
collection of designer shoes worn by Dr. Pamela Royal, a local dermatologist 
and former History Center board chair. Pam, who is well-known for her love 
of high heels and high fashion, boasts a shoe collection that echoes fashion 
trends from the past.

Animal prints have been a popular and daring 
fashion choice since the 1920s. Compare these 2006 
leopard print Casadei boots with a 1920s flapper 
style rectangular chemise. The embroidery is chain 
stitched in the image of a leopard. 

Dior has combined the oxford trend for men’s wear with the feminine look of the Mary Jane. Pam’s 2010 
black and white spectator style pumps are an updated, if less practical, version of pumps designed by 
the American Red Cross in about 1950. 

Pam’s 2011 Gucci slingbacks demonstrate a re-envisioning of the fashion house’s popular loafer, adding 
a stiletto heel, spikes and tassels. A comparable shoe of the 1940s uses a bow decoration to emulate 
the loafer style. 

To see more of Pam’s shoe donation, visit our blog at richmondhistorycenter.com/blog.

Jackie Mullins
Registrar / Collections Manager

Dr. Pamela Royal Shoe Collection:
Fashion Trends of Yesterday and Today
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This year you can once again take a walk through time and 
become a tourist in your own town. The 2014 Richmond History 
Tours schedule offers more than 340 opportunities to explore 
Richmond history on foot, by bus or with your dog.

“Our tour program provides everyone the opportunity to learn 
more about Richmond’s unique and rich history,” says Bill Martin, 
History Center Director. “Everyone gets a chance to walk around 
an area that we may not typically visit in our everyday lives, and 
that is an adventure in itself.”

Tour topics vary and include the neighborhoods, architecture, 
churches, theaters, retail districts, monuments, cemeteries, 
waterways and people that make the city unique. All tour guides 
are trained and certified by the History Center. Most walking tours 
are $15 ($5 for History members), and bus tours are $25 ($20 for 
History Center members).

For the complete schedule of tours, vis i t 
www.richmondhistorytours.com

Be a Tourist In Your Own Town
Take a Richmond History Tour

Tour Guide Ken Wolf stands in front of the Robert E. Lee Monument on 
Monument Avenue.

Our City Center walks highlight different areas of downtown including 
many theaters like The National.

Through our partnership with the Richmond SPCA, dogs are invited to 
join their owners on History Hounds tours.

Tour Guide LeAnn Hensche welcomes a group of real estate agents as 
she kicks off a custom group tour from the Richmond Visitors Center.

History Center Director Bill Martin will lead a guided tour of the 
Richmond Liberty Trail on June 7 and August 2.

Our Church Hill walking tour features a visit to St. John’s Church 
grounds.

Hollywood Cemetery tours are a visitor and local favorite.
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There is a lot of buzz in museum and education circles about 
“taking it to the streets” and, during this year of renovation, the 
Education Department has turned that talk into action.  So far 
this school year, we have traveled to more than 100 schools and 
day care centers in Richmond city and Henrico, Chesterfield, 
Hanover, Hopewell, Dinwiddie, New Kent and Powhatan counties, 
continuing to teach programs on Richmond history to students 
in Pre-K through middle school.  We have journeyed as far as 
King George and Culpeper with our Powhatan Indian artifacts.  
The Powhatan Indians program is our longest running and most 
popular program.

As summer quickly approaches, we aren’t the only ones traveling.  
Schools looking for opportunities closer to home and eager 
to introduce their students to the history in their community 
are scheduling tours of Capitol Square, Hollywood Cemetery 
and the canals. With topics ranging from the Civil War, African 
American Heritage and the development of Richmond as a 
River City and state capital, students are exploring Jackson 
Ward and Libby Hill, not only taking in the historic sites and 
monuments but discussing why Richmond proved pivotal to the 
nation’s development.

Keeping in mind that not everyone can “take to the street” 
like they used to, we are offering three new adult outreach 
programs, I Know Richmond: River City, I Know Richmond: Faces 
and Places and Hollywood Cemetery: A Park and Garden, that 
give participants the opportunity to stroll visually through an 
urban cemetery, along the canal, over unique bridges and past 
the landmarks that comprise the River City.

The Education department has enjoyed taking our programs 
to the streets but we are all looking forward to moving into the 
new Sara D. November Education Center next fall.

Shannon Petska
E. Claiborne Robins, Jr. Director of Education

Interactive History Programs
Education Goes Beyond Our Walls

777777

History Center Teacher Jill Abel gets 
ready to load her car before she sets 
out for an adult interactive history 
program.

History Center Teacher Diane Anderson is 
packed and ready to teach our popular 
program “A Colonial Community” at an 
area school.



We have good news, and we have some opportunities. First, here 
is the good news. Although the majority of our galleries are closed 
for renovation, the Valentine Richmond History Center is thriving. Our 
education program reached more students than it did last year. Our 
Community Conversations are packed; we have had to turn people 
away at the door. Our 2014 tour season features traditional and 
innovative tour experiences. 

Here’s the opportunity: Endowment, museum admissions, and facility 
rentals typically provide one-third of our income. Because of the 

construction, that income is significantly reduced. In the past, generous donors, like you, provided two-
thirds of the History Center’s income. In this special year of staying calm and hammering on, students 
and seniors rely more than ever on your support to learn about their history. Your new or increased gift 
is vital if adults are to tour neighborhoods or come together for community conversations. This year, we 
ask donors to make a difference by making up the difference in income caused by the construction.

We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has already given this year.  If you have 
not yet contributed, please consider using the enclosed envelope or making a secure online 
donation at richmondhistorycenter.com/give.

1015 East Clay Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219
www.richmondhistorycenter.com
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Annual Giving
This Year Your Support Means More Than Ever

Harry Kollatz, Jr. talks about 
transportation on Broad Street at 
the April Community Conversation.


