
      Known by some local citizens as “Richmond’s Attic,” the Valentine Richmond History Center has recently gone  
global while remaining local with a new exhibition, “A History of Richmond in 50 Objects” (RVA50).  Inspired by and 
paying homage to “A History of the World in 100 Objects,” the groundbreaking partnership of the British Museum and 
BBC Radio 4 in 2010 that focused on world history through the eyes of one hundred experts, this exhibition continues  
the dialogue in a way that is uniquely Richmond and was curated by David B. Voelkel, the new Elise H. Wright Curator of 
General Collections. He used this project as an opportunity to delve into the museum’s holdings of more than 1.5 million 
objects.
      RVA50 explores the history of Richmond, Virginia, through a selection of objects from across the general, archives, 
and costume and textile collections. Creating a balanced exhibition led to many curatorial moments of decision as to 
inclusion and exclusion as one by one various possible museum artifacts were unearthed from their storage locations  
for examination and consideration.  Each object had to compete for one of the limited 50 spaces not only in historical  

400 Years of Richmond History in Only 50 Objects

Continued on page 2

SPRING 2013



significance, but in size, form, and type.  
The designation of the #1 object is on 
the historical chronology rather than a  
ranking of “importance” – a murky place 
in any instance.  From #1 - an 1819 imprint 
of John Smith’s 1624 Map of Virginia to #50 
- the rainbow flag that flew at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Richmond in 2011, RVA50  
examines how objects contain layers of  
meaning that are both personal and public.
      Some of the selections are immediately  
obvious, such as Object #2 – the 1767 Byrd  
Lottery Ticket, which was issued by William 
Byrd III to raise money from his extensive 
land holdings around the Fall of the James  
River, future site of the City of Richmond. 
Other objects require the viewer to take 
a closer look and read the label text, such  
as the Ideal Toy Company Shirley Temple doll.   
Spoiler Alert – the child star 
danced with Richmond’s 
William “Bill Bojangles”  
Robinson in a number of 
her most successful films  
during the 1930’s.
      “History is messy,”  
says Voelkel, and the  
histories of the City  
of Richmond are no  
different.  Objects evoke individual meanings 
for each viewer and therefore RVA50 is a very 
different and unique experience for each and 
every visitor. While there are no right or wrong 
choices – all 50 objects speak to some aspect  
of the Richmond experience over the past  
several centuries – everyone has a different  
“favorite” object or question over why some-
thing is not in the exhibition.  One final curatorial 
twist is #51 – an exhibition case purposefully left  
empty…with the exception of a large dimen-
sional question mark asking viewers to suggest 
their nomination, from the museum’s hold-
ings or from greater Richmond for inclusion in  
the exhibition.  If you have not made your  
suggestion, there is still time to do so. Submit 
your idea for the 51st Object using our online 
form at http://bit.ly/Object51.
      “A History of Richmond in 50  Objects”  
was made possible, in part, by The Lipman  
Foundation. Visit the exhibition in the Massey 
Gallery located on the main floor of the  
History Center through October 20, 2013.

Four Hundred Years... Continued from page 1

Shirley Temple Doll

Joseph Willis, Suzanne Hall, 
Walter and Jennie Dotts

Bill Martin and Maat Free

Beth and Bob Musick, 
Scott Warren

Susanne and John Wick

Flora Ukrop, Pam Reynolds, Emma Ukrop, 
Katie Ukrop, Patti Ryan

Laurenett Lee and
Jackie Mullins

Sara Belle and Neil November

John and Maggie
Hager, Pam Reynolds

Ted and Flora Ukrop

A History of Richmond in 
50 Objects” opened to 
nearly 300 friends, 
colleagues and supporters 
on February 14, 2013. 
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Take a Walk on the 
Richmond Liberty Trail

 Inspired by Boston’s Freedom Trail, the  
Richmond Liberty Trail was marked by logos  
painted with blue spray paint on city sidewalks by over  
150 volunteers on April 6 in conjunction with Civil 
War and Emancipation Day. The project makes it easier  
for residents and visitors to enjoy downtown  
Richmond's attractions, retail and sites on foot.
  The Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce, 
the Richmond Metropolitan Convention & Visitors  
Bureau, the City of Richmond and the History  
Center all worked together to establish the Richmond  
Liberty Trail, a  new 6.2 mile pedestrian route that  
connects a number of downtown Richmond's  
historic attractions, including the Valentine Richmond  
History Center. The new trail guides visitors and  
residents past a broad range of key historic sites,  
adjoins with the Richmond Slave Trail at  
Lumpkin's Jail and the  
African Burial Ground, 
and winds through  
neighborhoods such  
as Jackson Ward, 
Monroe Ward, Court 
End, Capitol Square, 
Church Hill, Tre-
degar and Brown's  
Island, the Canal Walk, 
Shockoe Slip and 
Shockoe Bottom. In 
conjunction with the painted logos, the Richmond City  
Council  Slave Trail Commission announced the  
inaugural installation of permanent, cast bronze  
medallions along the Slave Trail's 2.4 mile route, which 
travels from the Manchester Docks at Ancarrow's  
Landing into downtown and Shockoe Bottom to First 
African Baptist Church. Pedestrians can follow the  
medallions on a self-guided walk that tells the story of  
the enslaved peoples that traveled through Richmond 
in the 18th and 19th centuries. Private guided tours  
also are available.       
      Visit www.rvalibertytrail.com for more information 
or to view both trails.
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An Enhanced History Center 
is Almost a Reality

      Watching thirty  boisterous 7th graders burst into a classroom and  
then become quietly engrossed for the rest of the period is why “Rosie 
the Riveter” is my favorite program to teach.  At first they are very  
curious as to why I am dressed in jeans, workshirt, boots and a red 
bandana on my head and introducing myself as the character of 
“Rosie the Riveter”.  As a result of the program, the students quick-
ly learn and appreciate the importance and necessity of this icon of 
World War II.
   I always welcome the students to interrupt me frequently in  
order to ask thoughtful questions.  Many students seem puzzled by 
the idea that women were usually housewives and that going to work 
in the factories was a dramatic change in our society. They also are 
impressed that everyone, including the children, did their part and 
that the entire country willingly made many sacrifices during the 
war. The rationing of food and other supplies comes as quite a shock 
to many children.  A few of the students commented on the thought 
of having blackouts right here in Richmond was pretty scary but by 
the end of the program the students understand the vital role that 
twelve million “Rosies” played in World War II.
   The History Center has employed 15 History Center Teachers 
throughout the past year.  To date, 12,447 students have participated 
in one of our programs, 966 of those were in the “Rosie the Riveter” 
program.

 

The vision of a renovated History  
Center interior is becoming more 
and more of a reality. From the lobby 
and gift shop to the education center 
and even the restrooms, every public 
space in the museum will be updated 
in the near future. New galleries and  
exhibits will be the highlight of this 
phase of our master plan. Lighting, 
carpets, fixtures and finishes are all 
being finalized. Glavé & Holmes  
Architecture is completing design 
work this month and we hope to  
begin the construction in November. 
In the past few months, the History 
Center has received two challenge 
grants from local foundations that 
will match the next $290,000 we raise. 
These grants provide an important 
boost to fundraising as we approach 
our goal. We need your help to meet 
the matching grants in time for our 
work to begin. If you are interested 
in helping or even just visiting to see 
the plans, please contact Ty Toepke, 
Director of Development, at (804) 649-
0711 ext. 302.

Education Program Highlights “Rosie the Riveter”By Jill Abell
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      Over the past few months, the History Center has collaborated with  
TMI Consulting, the Future of Richmond’s Past and the Virginia Center for  
Inclusive Communities (VCIC) to offer a series of “Community Conversations.” 
Beginning in January, a diverse group of participants gathered monthly to  
discuss a decade in Richmond history starting with the 1960s and ultimately 
ending with the 2000s.
      In the 1960s and 1970s discussions, attendees examined Richmond’s 
Slave Trail and the proposed Richmond Liberty Trail and made suggestions 
for changes to the route.  Both of these trails now guide long-time residents 
and visitors alike as they explore the city’s historic sites. The establishment of 
these trails provides visitors with a comprehensive view of the city’s history 
from the Revolutionary War to the Civil War to the Civil Rights Movement.  
The 1980s discussion focused on designing tattoos for the city in conjunction 
with the “History, Ink: The Tattoo Archive Project,” and the 1990s 
discussion involved participants suggesting a 51st Object for the exhibition  
“A History of Richmond in 50 Objects”.  For the 2000s, participants contributed 
to a timeline of significant events for the decade.
      Photographs from the History Center’s collection and from the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch helped frame each decade with iconic imagery.  Notable 
humanitarians recognized by the VCIC came together in panel discussions 
and recounted the significant events of each decade primarily related to 
religion, politics, race, urban development and culture. 
      This was the third iteration of the “Community Conversations” series. 
The purpose of the series is to engage the community in a dialogue about 
the region’s past and how that past can positively shape our collective future.   
Ultimately the information collected from each gathering will influence how 
the History Center and many of the local historical and cultural institutions 
showcase Richmond’s rich past and ongoing narrative.

Exploring Richmond through the Decades: 
Community Conversations

Attendees share recollections of the  
1970s in small groups at the Community 
Conversation held on February 3, 2013.

E. Bruce Heilman, Ph.D., president of  
the University of Richmond from 1971-1986
and 1987-1988, talks with Carmen Foster
about implementing integration in  
Richmond in the 1970s.

PHOTOS BY JEANNETTE PORTER

The End is Near
  Did you know that museum admission fees only provide 2% of our 
annual income?  We depend on gifts to our Annual Fund to provide much of 
the necessary funding for the History Center to operate. These gifts provide 
care for collections and access to exhibitions. They also allow us to educate,
inspire and challenge youth and adults in our community.
 We are getting close to the end of our Annual Fund for this year, 
and we need your help.  Your support can directly affect our ability to operate 
the History Center and provides essential resources to make a difference in 
our community today, tomorrow and for years to come.
 Our Annual Fund closes on June 30, 2013.  If you have not 
already done so this year, please consider becoming a member or making 
a gift today.  Please use the enclosed envelope or visit our website: 
www.richmondhistorycenter.com/give to make a secure online donation. 
Thank you!
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Students examine the newly

reopened American Indian Exhibit 
at the Valentine Museum. 
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  Most walking tours are $10 ($5 
for History members), and bus 
tours are $25 ($20 for History 
Center members). Hollywood  
Cemetery Specialty Tours are $15  
($10 for History Center members) 
and include a $5 donation to the 
Friends of Hollywood Cemetery 
for the restoration of monuments 
and iron fences on the cemetery 
grounds. The Hollywood Cemetery 
Specialty Tours offer more in-depth  
information than the regularly 
scheduled Highlights of Hollywood  
Cemetery tours. 
      In partnership with the Richmond 
Metropolitan Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, City Center walking tours are 
offered Tuesday through Saturday 
from May 7 to October 31 at a new 
time. They depart from the Visitors  
Center located at 405 N. 3rd Street.  
The tour explores East Broad and  
Grace streets in downtown.  For more 
detailed information on each tour or 
to make advance registrations visit 
www.richmondhistorytours.com or 
call (804) 649-0711 ext. 301.

      The History Center offers more 
than 380 opportunities to explore 
Richmond history on foot, by bus 
or with your dog. Tour topics vary 
and include the neighborhoods,  
architecture, churches, movie the-
aters, retail districts, monuments, 
cemeteries, waterways and people 
that make the city unique. All guides 
are trained and certified by the  
History Center. We offer the  
Richmond History Tours program 
as part of our ongoing commitment 
to the revitalization of Richmond’s 
downtown. By encouraging residents 
and visitors to explore and learn about 
city neighborhoods and districts, the  
History Center advances respect for 
Richmond’s past, promotes owner-
ship of its present and fosters interest 
in its future.
 Richmond History Tours are  
a healthy, educational and cost- 
effective activity for people of all ages. 
The 2013 season is supported by Bon 
Secours Richmond Health System, the  
Richmond Metropolitan Convention  
& Visitors Bureau, First Market Bank 
and Hollywood Cemetery.

Explore the City on a Richmond History Tour!

MAY
May 5 Manchester Walking Tour (2-4pm)
May 7 City Center Walks (9:30-11:30am)
Tuesday-Saturday, May 7-October 31
May 12 Hollywood Cemetery Specialty  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
May 18 History Hounds Explore  
Church Hill Walking Tour (10am-12pm)
May 19 Downtown Churches  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
May 25 Hollywood Cemetery:  
The Women of Hollywood Specialty 
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
May 26 Capitol Square: Jefferson, 
Washington and Spielberg 
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
May 27 Historic Cemeteries Revisited  
Bus Tour (10am-1pm)  
THIS BuS TOuR IS FREE  
FOR ALL VETERANS!
JUNE
June 1 NEW! Director’s Tour: Highland 
Park Walking Tour (10am-12pm)
June 2 Byrd Park &The Carillon  
Neighborhood Walking Tour (2-4pm)
June 8 Hollywood Cemetery: The Civil War 
Specialty Walking Tour (2-4pm)
June 9 Hollywood Cemetery Specialty  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
June 15 History Hounds Explore Bellevue 
Walking Tour (10am-12 pm)
June 16 Monroe Ward Walking Tour (2-4pm)
June 20 Monument Avenue Walking  
Tour (6-7:30pm)
June 23 Canal Boats and Cobblestones  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
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Sept. 21 History Hounds Explore 
The Fan Walking Tour (10am-12pm)
Sept. 22 Scott’s Addition Walking 
Tour (2-4pm)
Sept. 28 Hollywood Cemetery: 
A Rural Garden on a Grand Scale 
Specialty Walking Tour* (2-4pm)
Sept. 29 Carytown and the Byrd  
Theatre, Revisited Walking Tour  
(2-4pm)

OCTOBER
Oct. 5 Hollywood Cemetery: 
Symbolism and Monument Styles 
Specialty Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Oct. 6 The Alleys and Parks of the 
Fan Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Oct. 13 Hollywood Cemetery  
Specialty Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Oct. 19 History Hounds  
Explore Monument Avenue  
Walking Tour (10am-12pm)
Oct. 20 Oregon Hill  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Oct. 26 Hollywood Cemetery:  
The Civil War Specialty  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Oct. 27 Carver Walking Tour  
(2-4pm)

NOVEMBER
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Highlights of Hollywood Cemetery 
Walking Tour (10-11:30am) 
Nov. 3, 10, 17 
Hollywood Cemetery Specialty  
Walking Tour (2-4pm) 
Nov. 30 I Know Richmond:  
The Bus Tour (1-4pm)

DECEMBER
Dec. 26 & 27
Holiday Glitter: Monument Avenue 
After Dark Evening Walking Tours 
(6-7:30pm)

June 30 Capitol Square: Jefferson, 
Washington and Spielberg Walking Tour 
(2-4pm)

JULY
July 4 I Know Richmond: The Bus Tour 
(10am-1pm)
July 7 Jackson Ward Walking Tour  
(2-4pm)
July 14 Hollywood Cemetery Specialty 
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
July 20 NEW! Richmond’s Historic  
Theaters Walking Tour (10am-12pm)
July 21 Richmond’s Recycled  
Neighborhood Walking Tour (2-4pm)
July 28 Main St. Recycled Walking Tour 
(2-4pm)

AUGUST
Aug. 3 NEW! Director’s Tour: Barton 
Heights Walking Tour (10am-12pm)
Aug. 4 Shockoe Bottom Walking  
Tour (2-4pm)
Aug. 11 Hollywood Cemetery  
Specialty Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Aug. 17 Hollywood Cemetery: 
Symbolism and Monument Styles  
Specialty Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Aug. 18 Ginter Park  
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Aug. 25 Canal Boats and Cobblestones 
Walking Tour (2-4pm)

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 1 Capitol Square: Jefferson, 
Washington and Spielberg (2-4pm)
Sept. 8 Hollywood Cemetery (2-4pm) 
Sept. 14 Hollywood Cemetery: 
The Women of Hollywood Specialty 
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Sept. 15 The Museum District 
Walking Tour (2-4pm)
Sept. 19 Church Hill Walking Tour 
(6-7:30pm)

Thursday, May 16, 2013 – 5:30 To 8:30 p.M.

Secret Garden PartySecret Garden Party
4th ANNUAL

$30 per person

Reservations: www.rvasecretgardenparty.com
or (804) 643-7404

Media Sponsors:

For more information visit www.richmondhistorymakers.com or call 804.649.0711 x322.

We all know people who go above and beyond 
to serve their communities. 

Isn’t it about time we recognized them?

Visit www.richmondhistorymakers.com and nominate 
a Richmond History Maker you know in one of these categories:

Nominations are due 
June 30, 2013 

Promoting 
Stronger Communities

Improving 
Social Justice

Creating Quality
Educational Opportunities

Demonstrating
Innovative Solutions

Encouraging 
Regional Collaboration
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Hollywood Cemetery—Photo by John Peters

 Richmonders have always battled poverty, 
illness, homelessness and a lack of security. While 
some residents have enjoyed financial stability and 
support, others have needed short- or long-term 
assistance. Virginia has historically been a strongly 
self-reliant state, with communities helping them-
selves.  In the aftermath of the Civil War, Richmond 
was in ruins and its population impoverished.   
 Citizens founded orphanages, nursing homes 
and other private charitable organizations.  The late 
19th century brought Gilded Age wealth, and some 
affluent Richmonders became social philanthropists.
 During the Civil Rights Movement of the 
1960s, social service organizations that mostly had 
served segregated white and black populations 
began to integrate.  Late 20th century reductions in 
government funding for social services increased the 
demand for private organizations’ work.
 Richmond Comes Together: Images of Community 
Outreach features just a sampling of the many local 
and national organizations that offer social services 
and advocate for members of the Richmond com-
munity. Focusing on a range of issues - from child, 
senior and animal welfare to education, job training 
and health care - these institutions provide vital com-
munity outreach. 
 The photo exhibition is on view through Octo-
ber in the Stern Gallery which is located on the lower 
level of the History Center and is generally open to 
the public during regular hours of admission.

Richmond Comes Together: 
Images of Community Outreach
If you were a homeless girl in 1880, where could you seek shelter? 
If your son were diagnosed with polio in 1950, where could he receive free medical treatment?
Where could you find affordable nursing care for an elderly relative in 1990?

Richmond History Tours: Rediscover Richmond

The special tours include:
• Hollywood Cemetery: The Civil War
• Hollywood Cemetery: The Women of Hollywood Cemetery
• Hollywood Cemetery: Symbolism and Monument Styles
• Hollywood Cemetery: A Rural Garden on a Grand Scale

 Richmond History Tours partners with Bon 
Secours Richmond Health System, Hollywood 
Cemetery, WRIC 8 News, Style Weekly, the Rich-
mond SPCA and other community groups to offer 
a healthy, cost-effective way for people of all ages 
to explore the neighborhoods and topics that make 
Richmond unique and timeless. Thanks to the gener-
ous support of our partners, tours remain at the same 
low cost as in previous years. A regular $2 walking 
tour discount appears in every Style Weekly through 
November (excludes tours that require reservations). 
 New in 2012 are unique walking tours of 
historic Hollywood Cemetery, one of Richmond’s 
major tourist attractions and a place rich in history 
and legend. These themed tours will offer more 
in-depth information than the regularly scheduled 
Highlights of Hollywood Cemetery tours and the Sunday 
Tours of Hollywood Cemetery.
 Additional new tours include Director’s Tours led 
by Bill Martin, Broad Street: Arts and Cultural District 
occurred on June 2nd along with the return of the 25th 
Street to Nine Mile Road tour on August 4th. The History 
Hounds series returns this year, in partnership with

the Richmond SPCA, with a new walk of Monument 
Avenue. Dogs are welcome!
 In celebration of the 200th Anniversary of 
the construction of the Wickham House, the History 
Center will offer a new tour titled Richmond in 1812 
which will give a glimpse of what life was like in 
the city at that time. Two newly revamped tours 
feature historical areas that have found a new pur-
pose – Main Street Recycled and Richmond’s Recycled 
Neighborhood.
 City Center walking tours are offered Tuesday 
through Saturday through October 31 in partnership 
with the Richmond Metropolitan Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau. They will depart from the Visitor’s 
Center located at 405 N. 3rd Street. The tour explores 
E. Broad and Grace streets in downtown.
 For a complete schedule of the 2012 Richmond 
History Tours season, visit RichmondHistoryTours.
com or call (804) 649-0711 x301 to request a hard copy 
brochure or to make a reservation. 
 Private tours and step-on guide service are 
available through the Tours Department, (804) 
649-0711 x319, tours@richmondhistorycenter.com.

Help Us Write Tomorrow’s History Books 
Today and Nominate a History Maker!
 Today’s events serve as tomorrow’s history, yet sometimes even the 
most powerful success stories and hardworking individuals go unnoticed.  
The Valentine Richmond History Center launched the Richmond History 
Makers program to recognize everyday citizens and outstanding organiza-
tions making significant contributions to the greater Richmond region.
 Public nominations will be accepted for those who are benefitting our 
community by mentoring best practices, leading successful initiatives and 
contributing positively through innovative methods.  Honorees will be se-
lected among five categories of distinction, and each will be recognized 
at the 2012 Richmond History Makers Celebration on October 16th at the 
Valentine Richmond History Center.
 Nominations can be made online at www.RichmondHistoryMakers.com 
or you may also download, print and submit a nomination form via hard 
copy. Thank you for your help in identifying candidates and organizations 
that are today’s Richmond History Makers.

Join us for Cultsha Xpo on June 23
Cultsha Xpo is an annual event presented by CultureWorks to spotlight the Richmond region’s non-
profit arts and culture organizations.  It is a gathering for Cultural Shareholders – persons who recog-
nize and value strong arts and culture for great communities. The Cultsha Xpo is an explosion of the 
arts, history, science, and family fun for the Richmond Region under one roof on one day.  The 2012 
Xpo will be held June 23rd at the Science Museum of Virginia.  The day features FREE admission to 
the Science Museum of Virginia; FREE performances from local arts and culture organizations includ-
ing musical, visual art, theatrical, historical, dance and more; Opportunities for families to learn more 
about classes, tickets, subscriptions, performances, education programs and more; FREE money, 
“CultshaBucks” for each registered cultsha member to use at the event, with any of the participating 
organizations.  Learn more by visiting www.richmondcultureworks.org.
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Recent Photography Acquisitions
April 18 - October 20, 2013

117-121 Broad Street
Circa 1860
Dr. Charles K.S. Millard, photographer
V.2007.39.05
Gift of Preservation Virginia

FRAMING RICHMOND

Carrie Johnson Thompson
Circa 1930 
V.2010.48.99
Gift of the Estate of Hoke S. Dinsmore

For over 160 years, Richmonders have expressed themselves, documented  
the city and commemorated special occasions through the medium of  
photography. From the most formal studio portrait to a candid snapshot, photo-

graphs capture details about who we are and what we think about our city. 
The Valentine Richmond History Center preserves more 
than one million images. The collection spans the history of 
photographic technology from daguerreotypes to digital. 
“Framing Richmond: Recent Photography Acquisitions” 
showcases some of the images collected by the museum 
during the past five years. 

Demolition of the old Larrick Student Center
900 Turpin Street - May 1, 2008
John J. Nahm, photographer 
V.2010.03.07 -  Gift of John J. Nahm


